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Abstract

The program I will present tries to enrich learning encounters of gifted children with
literary text. These encounters are assumed to combine emotional factors with cognitive ones
connected to the production of knowledge and its organization. The proposal emphasizes the
interaction between these factors through sharpening children’s awareness to their
involvement in the reading process.

The current research proceeds from a general hypothesis that states that intensive and
personalized care is needed in order to promote an appropriate balance of cognitive and
affective/emotional traits in the gifted child’s personality, and reduce stress, uneven
development, and lack of personal contentment, all of which are problems common to the
talented.

The approach presents the meeting between reader and text as a personal encounter
that allows the young reader to fashion his own instruments of textual analysis, basing himself
on affective experience and intellectual abilities related to the production and organization of
knowledge. The process of reading itself, aside from adult support and aid, develops the
reader’s awareness of the motivational, attitudinal, intellectual and other factors involved in
skilled reading, permitting him to transform personal and subjective foci of interest into more
abstract and defined tools of text-analysis.

The approach is organized around three foci, which emphasize different aspects of the
text-reader interface:

Reading materials are developed through expanding “core ideas” which reflect a
personal focus of interest

The role of the reader is stressed through the improvement of his awareness to his use
of meta-cognition, insight and vital self-instruction.

Adult involvement is particularly significant in planning the steps that will permit
transforming a casual experience into a personal and meaningful life-experience.

The most salient characteristic of this program is its holistic nature, and its
commitment to the creative aspects involved in reading. In the long term, in addition to the
design of tolls for text analysis, the program encourages the development of different kind of
awareness: 1) of cognitive styles, that influences learning styles and its results; 2) of the meta-
components of thinking, like self-direction in order to reach a proposed aim and regulation of
energy invested, and 3) of “occurrences” and random feelings that give color and nuances to
cognitive components and serve as a motivational background when “meeting” the text.
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PHINL DANVND DDV DPVINORY DYV DVINOR PV DONN PNYL PPYNY NRVN KV
J2IINNVIY DIVWIIND DVYRD YV 02N DR DYINI AT VPP NINN RPN
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